AA 825

CAPSULE SUMMARY

Holland House
1320 Douglass Avenue
Highland Beach, Maryland

Private Residence

c. 1925

The Holland House is a large cottage with an awning
overhanging an extensive porch that encircles three views.
The front facade is deceiving because it shields the massive-
ness of this house which consumes almost one third of the
lot. The house is located in the historically black town of
Highland Beach and is an example of the quality of architectural
design and construction that was evident in this community.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Holland House is a large, tow storey cottage with gable roof.
The house has several additions and extensions that are cantilevered
to the main house which results in a clustered effect for the dwelling.
The house has a basement and an enclosed porch which encircles
three views.

Highland Beach is a summer beach community that is about ten
miles south of Annapolis on the Chesapeake Bay. The Holland house
is located on a block which is bounded by Bay Avenue on the north,
Langston Avenue to the east, Douglass Avenue on the south and Bruce
Avenue on the west. The topography of the lot - slepes steeply
towards the Chesapeake Bay and supports vegetation which creates a
wooded environment.

The cottage is supported by a cement block foundation which
corresponds to the slope of the lot creating an above grade base-
ment under the main wings of the house. The rear porch is supported
by posts which extend the height of the rear cellar. The southern
view of the house is the fron of the house and exhibits a low founda-
tion which supports - an enclosed porch. The front porch is enclosed
with a partial wooden wall and screening. The door has one rectangle
and four squares placed in a geometric pattern between tow sets of
rectangular side lights. The gable of the second storey roof is
atgached with the porch and exhibits a double hung window on the facade.
Window awnings and porch awnings are constructed of aluminum and
are utilized on the southern and western views.

An exterior chimney can be observed on the eastern view. Win-
dows are double hung with multiple lights over a single pane.
Finishing materials on the exteriro consists of novelty siding and a .
brick bond shingle patter on the roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Highland Beach, Maryland is a historic black
town that was founded by the son of Frederick Douglass.
The town was conceived by Haley R. Douglass in the
1ate nineteenth century to be a resort community for
prominent blacks. Highland Beach is a unique existing
reminder of town planning and architectural history
as it relates to vernacular and high style design as
exhibited by black people. Most of the architecture
in Highland Beach is located on the original sites
and building expansions were performed within a
ten to fifteen year time frame. This provides us
with a concise history of design, space planning,
gend architecture in a homogeneous, extant community.

A1l of the cottages that were constructed prior
to 1930 are important elements related to town plann-
ing and design. It is important that these houses
retain their originality in terms of plan design,
1ot orientation, interior decoration, and architectural
aesthetics in order to preserve the concept of space
and the dynamics of community development in this
historic black town.
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( Please see "Highland Beach Settlement" survey form).

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Block 9, Lot 4, Highland Beach

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE Barbara Collins Turner fpril, 1982

ORGANIZATION

Morgan State University | 21&-3225

STREET & NUMBER . . N TELEPHONE
Center for Built Environment Studies

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Baltimore Maryland 21239

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Holland House AA 825
1320 Douglass Avenue
Highland Beach, Maryland
General View

Fern Eisner, Photographer
March, 1982
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_~ North elevation

Fern Eisner, Photographer
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